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REMARKS 

Claims 1-17 are pending. Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration of the 
claims in view of the following remarks and arguments. 

Claim Rejections - 35 K&G §103 

The Patent Office rejected claims 1-17 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gossler et al., United States Patent 5,799,173 (Gossler) in view of 
Ezerzer et al., United States Patent 6,697,858. 

Applicant respectfully traverses each rejection. However, enclosed herewith is a 
declaration by inventors which recite facts that establish conception of the invention prior 
to August 14, 2000, coupled with due diligence from prior to August 14, 2000 to the 
filing date of this application on March 29, 2001. The declaration is accompanied by 
copies of documentation supporting the facts recited therein. 

It is respectfully submitted that the enclosed declaration is effective to remove 
Ezerzer which has a filing date of August 14, 2000 as a prior art reference under the 
provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1.131 and that Claims 1*17 are therefore allowable. 
Accordingly, a timely Notice of Allowance is earnestly solicited. 
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CONCLUSION 

In light of the forgoing, reconsideration and allowance of the claims is earnestly 
solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 

International Business Machines 
Corporation, 



Dated: November 15, 2004 



Suiter • west pc llo 

14301 FNB Parkway, Suite 220 

Omaha, NE 68154 

(402) 496-0300 telephone 

(402) 496-0333 facsimile 



By: M^/to^jLt*^ 



Chad Swantz 
Reg. No. 46,329 



3 



PAGE 4/18* RCVD AT 1 1/15/2004 3:36:02 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0€FXRF-2/1 * DNIS:7467239 1 CSID:402 496 0333 ' DURATION (mm-ss):03-56 



